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Media Release
Southport Scoops Top International Award – October 2011
Southport has been awarded the title of ‘The World’s Most Friendly City for Group Tourism’ by the International Road Transport Union (IRU).

 The award acknowledges the work of Sefton Council's Tourism Department in its work with the travel trade to make Southport a truly coach-friendly tourist destination.

 The international judges were impressed with the standard of excellence of Southport’s well-established services offered to coach drivers in the assistance of accommodation enquiries, the provision of a meet and greet service and information for drivers and visitors. 

 Cllr Mike Booth, Sefton Council’s Cabinet Member for Leisure, Culture and Tourism, received the award in Belgium. 

 He said: “I was extremely proud to accept this major international award on behalf of Sefton Council.

 "It recognises the hard work we have put in over a number of years to raise our profile within the travel trade industry. 

 "We have received a number of national accolades in recent years for our coach facilities and to now be recognised internationally really is the icing on the cake. 

 "More than 5,000 coaches per year visit Southport and the £6million spent by visitors support many of the town’s retailers, restaurants and attractions.”

 Previous winners of this prestigious award include Stockholm (Sweden), Dresden (Germany) & Chester (UK).

Notes for editors
1. Travel and accommodation costs to collect the award were covered in full by the IRU at no cost to Sefton Council.

2. The IRU City Trophy is awarded biennially. It acknowledges and rewards municipal authorities across the world that implements exemplary proactive policies favouring sustainable group tourism by coach. 
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